A MESSAGE FROM
OUR FOUNDER & CEO
We have made some very exciting progress over
this last year, including launching our student and
teacher micro-credentials and initiating a research
project on gamification in learning. We are looking
forward to continuing to create programs
anchored by research-based best practices.
Our signature on-demand course platform, STEAM
Hub, seamlessly integrates STEM education with
the Arts, making it engaging for students of all
skill levels.

Dear STEM Minds Supporter,
In 2016 I set out on a mission to make STEM
education accessible for students across the
globe. As we celebrate our 5 year anniversary, I am
proud to share our accomplishments as a team.
Beginning with just a handful of students in our
first program, to now having reached more than
50,000+ students, I’m proud to be witnessing our
mission become a reality.
Through the work of our team at STEM Minds,
students ages 4-18 across the globe are receiving
hands-on, state-of-the-art STEM experiences
designed by an expert team of licensed educators
and STEM professionals that is grounded in
foundational research to ensure our impact.
We want to celebrate all of our achievements. We
truly could not be where we are today without the
support of our amazing team members, co-op
students, and volunteers. We are endlessly
grateful to all team members, past and present, for
their contributions to getting us where we are
today.

What’s more, the virtual nature of this platform has
expanded our international reach and furthered our
mission to create a global impact.
As a BCorp business focused on social impact, we
have continued to support communities and
reduce our carbon footprint for a better world.
Like all great missions, this work cannot be done
without a team of like-minded partners. From
content partnerships to sponsorship, we are
excited to be connected with impact-driven brands
committed to empowering the next generation of
leaders.
In this 2021 report, you’ll learn more about STEM
Minds, what we have been building, and our
enormously positive impact.
I’d love to invite you to partner with us on this
journey. Together, let’s create future-ready kids.

Yours in education,

Anu Bidani
STEM Minds Founder & CEO

MISSION, VISION, VALUES
OUR VALUES
Integrity
As a people-first organization, STEM Minds
holds integrity as a core value in how we interact
with the world. We stick with our goals and
values, even when it’s not easy.
Inclusivity and Accessibility
Everyone belongs in the world of STEM. We
recognize that all learners are unique and
deserving of support in their learning journey, so
we are committed to breaking down barriers to
ensure everyone is empowered to find their
place.
Innovation
The world (and education) are constantly
evolving. We actively choose to view these
changes as opportunities rather than threats.

PHILOSOPHY
STEM learning is about more than just
technology. It’s about building critical skills,
confidence, and adaptability in our youth so they
can build a brighter future for themselves and
their communities.
We believe that the best approach to STEM
education is through hands-on learning that is
student-driven.
Combining the power of a great teacher and
industry knowledge, we engage youth in the fun
and creativity of learning so they are able to
discover their unique place in the world of STEM.

MISSION & VISION
Mission:
To create the next generation of global
STEM leaders.
Vision:
Build a world where every child,
everywhere, can build the skills they need
to thrive in the 21st century and shape the
world for good.
Purpose:
We empower students and teachers with
the STEM skills they need to create a more
equitable world and shape the future.

PROUD TO BE A

CERTIFIED B CORPORATION
WHAT IS BCORP?
B Corporations are businesses that meet the
highest standards of verified social and
environmental performance, public
transparency, and legal accountability to
balance profit and purpose. B Corps are
accelerating a global culture shift to redefine
success in business and build a more
inclusive and sustainable economy.
Society’s most challenging problems cannot
be solved by government and nonprofits
alone. The B Corp community works toward
reduced inequality, lower levels of poverty, a
healthier environment, stronger communities,
and the creation of more high quality jobs with
dignity and purpose. By harnessing the power
of business, B Corps use profits and growth
as a means to a greater end: positive impact
for their employees, communities, and the
environment.

B Corps form a community of leaders and
drive a global movement of people using
business as a force for good. The values and
aspirations of the B Corp community are
embedded in the B Corp Declaration of
Interdependence.

OUR COMMITMENT
STEM Minds treats our social and
environmental impact as a primary measure of
success for our business. We prioritize these
impacts even in cases where it may not drive
profitability.
STEM Minds social and environmental
policies and performances are integrated into
job descriptions, employee training, and
decision-making throughout the organization,
including:
Governance and Ethics
Equity & Diversity Commitment
Corporate Citizenship Policies
Ethical Sales & Marketing Practices
Customer Stewardship and Privacy Policies
Environmental Policies
Commitment to Local Communities
Physical Safety of Clients and Staff Policies
For more on STEM Minds B Corp Commitment,
please visit www.stemminds.com/bcorp

OUR HISTORY

OUR REACH
WHERE WE STARTED
STEM Minds was founded in March 2016 by
Anu and Yash Bidani. With aspirations to
introduce their two bright boys to STEM-based
learning and career opportunities, they knew
they couldn’t leave it to the schools alone.
After trying several extracurricular programs
and camps to engage their sons, both of
whom were diagnosed with learning
disabilities, they were disappointed with the
results and decided to take this challenge into
their own hands.
With a passion for technology and 20 years of
experience as an executive at Scotiabank, Anu
recognized she could create unique STEM
education programs for youth to unlock their
full potential.
Beginning in the summer of 2016 with just a
handful of kids, to now having reached more
than 50,000+ students, Anu’s dream of
empowering youth through STEM education
has been made a reality.
Thanks to STEM Minds, students across the
globe are getting the hands-on, personalized
STEM experiences they deserve from an
expert team of licensed educators and STEM
professionals. Students build their skills and
confidence as they explore the amazing world
of STEM.

WHERE WE'RE GOING
As we enter the next phase of our business,
we are continuing our mission of impacting
education globally.
To do so, we continue to explore new markets
and build community partnerships to support
under-served communities.
We will expand our microcredentialling
framework while also building strategic
partnerships with academia to provide
continuous learning pathways to students.
We are excited to undertake research projects
to validate and ground our work in
pedagogical best practices.

50K

AND COUNTING
STUDENTS IMPACTED
ACROSS THE GLOBE

OUR OFFERINGS
In a rapidly changing and tech-driven world,
youth need to be prepared to face the future
fearlessly. STEM Minds provides cutting-edge
STEM education to youth ages 4-18 in a fun
and interactive way.
Our advanced STEM curriculum includes
dynamic in-person programs, virtual classes,
and on-demand courses designed and
delivered by certified teachers and STEM
professionals.

IN PERSON PROGRAMS
We offer in-person classes at our headquarters
in Aurora, Ontario where our state-of-the-art
maker space lets youth experience the best in
STEM learning. We also offer similar afterschool programming and workshops in
schools.
Every student is given a safe space to voice
their perspective, springboard new ideas, and
connect with other passionate students and
caring teachers in an environment that focuses
on long-term impact.

LIVE VIRTUAL CLASSES
Our virtual programs allow for youth from
across the globe to get hands-on in the world
of STEM.
With dedicated websites for Canada, US, and
Asia, we bring learners together to explore a
variety of exciting technologies like 3D
printing, coding, video game design, and more!
Our staff deliver lessons virtually and are
available live to help provide targeted guidance
and assistance to students as they work
through awesome activities and projects.
Best of all, students get the chance to socialize
with other like-minded kids and feel connected
to a community.

ESPORTS
TOURNAMENTS

STEAM
HUB

eSports is quickly becoming one of the most
popular career options for today’s youth.
eSports is about so much more than playing
video games. Just like classic sports, it’s all
about critical thinking, problem-solving, and
maintaining a positive healthy lifestyle.

STEAM Hub is a powerful online learning
platform for grade 3-12 students and teachers.
Fully standards-aligned with a range of national
and international curriculum, our 50+ courses
can be used at home or in the classroom.

Our eSports programs allow students to
channel their passions in a positive team-based
environment as they build critical skills to
prepare them for the jobs of tomorrow.

STEAM Hub focuses on giving students the
hands-on experience they need to build their
skills and discover their passions through
project-based learning.

Our eSports program is based on the three
pillars of technical computer skills, psych and
health, and business and communication arts.
Our primary goals for the program are to teach
students about eSports while encouraging soft
skills like problem-solving, social skills, and
time management.

STEAM Hub is proud to be a Learner Variability
Certified Product through Digital Promise.
We also recognize that strong inequity exists
both in access to STEM education and in
representation within the world of STEM, so we
are committed to developing inclusive and
accessible programs and learning opportunities
for all youth.

Being a part of an eSports team can help
students to discover their passion for a career
in the tech industry. Students learn valuable
skills like cooperation and collaboration,
strategic thinking, hand-eye coordination, good
sportsmanship, and digital citizenship that can
help them in the 21st-century job market, no
matter which path they choose.

As part of this approach, we embrace the
“learner variability” model, which recognizes
that “all students differ, and learning sciences
research shows that these differences matter
for learning […] learner variability embraces
both students who struggle and those who
thrive […] because of the natural variability
found in each person, in school and beyond."

OUR TEAM
At STEM Minds, our team consists of a
unique blend of certified teachers and
STEM professionals. We have a wealth
of experience working with students both
in-person and online.
Every STEM Coach is rigorously vetted
and trained to ensure that all students
receive a high-quality experience that is
customized to their learning needs.
As a mission-driven social enterprise, we
recognize our global impact and remain
committed to values of:
1. Integrity
2. Inclusivity and Accessibility
3. Innovation
Over the last few years we have invetsed
in our team for ongoing professional
development training on topics such as:
Leadership
Project Management
Mental Health
Anti Racism
and more.
Life-long learning is part of our own
internal culture as we encourage children
to do the same.
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PARENT

FOCUSED
At STEM Minds, every student is given a safe
space to voice their perspective and
springboard new ideas. We instill selfesteem and open their minds to new
possibilities. With programs in robotics,
coding, film, photography, video game
design, app development, AI, and more, there
is truly something for everyone!
Our in-person programs are offered at our
state-of-the-art facility located in Aurora,
Ontario and are offered directly to clients.
We also run virtual live classes out of this
location for parents and children across
Canada.
We believe that everyone deserves a
personalized learning experience tailored to
their needs, so we built our programs to do
just that.
Parents know that they are getting the best
in STEM learning for their kids from an
expert team of passionate teachers who care
deeply about the growth and well-being of
students.
Students get access to programs that inspire
them and just feel like fun! Students of all
skill levels are welcome to join, so our
programs have been flexibly designed to
support all students and provide them with a
long-term learning pathway to continue to
advance their skills as they grow and
discover their passions.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS
All of our camps and programs are updated
on a yearly basis to fit the evolving needs of
the families in our community. We offer our
programs on a rotational basis every Fall,
Winter, and Spring to give parents the
flexibility to enroll their children in programs
of interest without conflicting with other
extracurricular priorities.
Throughout any given year, we offer the
following programs:

AGES 4-7
Junior STEM Club
Junior Game Designers
Robotics 101
Little Computer
Engineers

Digital Designers
Junior LEGO
Builders
Junior Scientists

AGES 8-14
STEM Club
Video Game Design
eSports
Digital Art & Media
Graphic & 3D Design
Storytelling with
Minecraft™
Coding with Minecraft™
LEGO™ Robotics

Coding with Python
Coding with
Processing
Coding with
Javascript
Coding & Computer
Engineering

OUR CLIENTS
Due to the nature of our programs, our key customers in the direct
consumer markets are families with children aged 4 to 14. When
we first started, moms were the main decision-makers when it
came to enrolling their children in extracurricular activities, but
this number now stands at just 56% according to recent studies.
We continue to impact our local community through our in-person
programs, camps, and events while serving youth nationally
through our live virtual classes. We continue to receive positive
feedback from families through formal and informal feedback. The
majority of our clients are repeat clients, with over 50% of families
registering their children in multiple programs and camps year
over year.

RATIO OF STUDENTS IN OUR
PROGRAMS OVER TIME

4.9K

children supported
in-person programs

2.5K

children supported
in virtual programs

BASED ON GENDER IDENTITY

60:40

539 429

IN-PERSON PROGRAMS OFFERED TO DATE

2.9K

children supported
in camps

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS OFFERED TO DATE

WHERE DO CLIENTS HEAR
ABOUT US?

26.79

cllient acquisition cost

School Partners
9.3%

Client Referral
16.9%

Social Media
14.1%

48%

of clients enrol in two
or more programs

Repeat Clients
57.5%

51 % OF CUSTOMERS ARE REPEAT CLIENTS

???

reached through
community initiatives like
virtual competitions

Historically, clients have mainly come from the York
Region area. As we build our global presence and
expand our program offerings, especially virtually, we
recognize that our client demographics will shift and
change over time.
We recognize the need to adjust our marketing and
operations to better suit the clientele we work with, and
are committed to ensuring equitable and consistent
programming for all of our customers on a global scale.
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FOCUSED
As technology evolves at a rapid pace,
integrating STEM education into the
classroom can be challenging and timeconsuming. At STEM Minds, we make it
easy for schools to engage students in
STEM learning and complement existing
curriculum.

LIVE VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS

IN PERSON WORKSHOPS

Our live virtual workshops for Grades K-12
brings hands-on STEM learning to students
no matter where they are in their learning
journey. We inspire, innovate, and create with
students in curriculum-connected workshops
ranging from coding, video game design, 3D
design, and more!

Bring STEM Minds to your school and inspire,
innovate, and create with your students!

Workshops can be delivered through Zoom,
Microsoft Teams, or Google Meets whether
students are in-class or at home.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WORKSHOPS
STEM is the future of education! Our
professional development workshops are
designed and facilitated by certified teachers
and fully customizable to meet the specific
needs of your school.
From technology-specific workshops like
coding and robotics to innovative topics like
design thinking and makerspaces, teachers
leave with the confidence and resources they
need to bring powerful STEM learning
experiences to students.

Our in-class workshops for Grades K-12 are
designed in connection with the Ontario
curriculum. STEM Minds provides all staff,
materials, and technology required to run
workshops, so you can relax and enjoy the
learning!
We also offer in person field trips onsite at
our headquarters located in Aurora, Ontario
as well as ongoing lunchtime/after school
programs in York Region.

ON-DEMAND COURSES
Our STEAM Hub online learning platform for
grades 3-12 offers a suite of 50+ online
courses all focused on the most popular
STEM topics!
Developed by certified teachers, each course
includes full-length video lessons, custombuilt learning simulators, hands-on projects,
plus built-in assessment and evaluation tools
for teachers.

OUR SCHOOLS
We are an approved provider with 8 school boards and growing! Our
teacher Facebook community is growing as we continue to support
teachers at a grassroots level.
We believe that empowering teachers is a key component of filling
the STEM skills gap in student. This allows teachers to build their
own capacity with STEM within their schools and community while
recognizing that access to effective training can be a barrier to
teacher success. When offering free professional development, we
have noted that the overall impact is greater though the amount of
workshops delivered may be fewer.

TEACHER PD WORKSHOPS
3,000

42.8K

School Students supported
in workshops

5.2K

teachers empowered with
STEM learning in 2021
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# OF WORKSHOPS

318

Paid

# OF TEACHERS SERVED

219

# of in school programs
offered

MEMBERS IN OUR PRIVATE ONLINE TEACHER COMMUNITY

850

WORKSHOPS
OFFERED TO DATE

200+
SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIPS

8+

SCHOOL
BOARDS APPROVED

ONLINE PROGRAMMING
Our online programming is driven by STEAM Hub, our powerful
learning platform for grades 3-12 students and teachers. Fully
standards-aligned, our 50+ courses (and counting!) can be used at
home or in the classroom. All of our content, courses, and
programs are grounded in pedagogy research and best practices,
with our metrics speaking to the impact we have achieved.

NPS 79

5.7K

users on the
platform to date

65+

unique course
offerings available

TOP 3 MOST POPULAR
STEAM HUB COURSES

3D DESIGN

VIDEO GAME DESIGN
WITH MAKECODE ARCADE

7

unique Mastery
Pathways available

CODING WITH SCRATCH

COMMUNITY

FOCUSED
Since the launch of STEM Minds, we have
prided ourselves on being a community
focused business. As a certified B Corp,
we have continued to prioritize our
commitment to supporting our local and
global community, no matter what comes
our way. This has been truly put to the test
during the COVID-19 pandemic, but we
have never wavered in our dedication to
giving back to our supporters.

Education Bank
The Education Bank supports families
from across the Greater Toronto Area by
providing urgently needed learning
resources and school materials. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, STEM Minds provided
$7500 worth of scholarship access to
STEAM Hub in order to support student
learning.

Girls Inc
We are proud to be a supporter of our local
chapter of Girls Inc, an organization that
focuses on the development of the whole
girl. Throughout our partnership, we have
run a variety of workshops to engage girls
and their families in meaningful STEM
learning while providing strong female role
models to inspire girls to explore STEM.

Inno-Hive
Inno-Hive is advancing education by
helping youth and adults fulfill their
passions while building 21st century skills
that prepare them for success.
Since their official launch in 2021, we have
provided support with marketing efforts
and fundraising through our eSports
tournaments and events.

Project Autism
As part of our core belief that all youth
belong in the world of STEM, we are proud
supporters of Project Autism Canada, a
non-profit organization that provides free
community programs to individuals living
with disabilities, and their families.
We have run a variety of dedicated
programs for students with Autism,
working in partnership to create a safe
space for students to learn and thrive in a
way that meets their unique needs.

FIRST Robotics
We are proud to be a longtime partner with
FIRST Robotics Canada and serve as one
of their delivery partners through the
CanCode grant to support their mission of
inspiring young people to pursue further
studies and careers in STEM.

Youth Culture
Youth Culture Inc. specializes in engaging and
empowering diverse and underrepresented
youth in interactive and meaningful
experiences.
As part of our efforts to expand our impact for
our high school audience, we have provided
free access to a range of our advanced STEAM
Hub courses to hundreds of youth ages 15-30
to provide equal opportunity across Ontario to
learn in-demand skills and highlight careers
that align with the evolving economy.

CNIB Foundation
The CNIB Foundation is a non-profit
organization driven to change what it is to be
blind today.
The world of STEM is very inaccessible to
students who are blind or visually impaired. We
have been proud to partner with the CNIB to
design and deliver engaging and accessible
programs to students so that they are able to
fulfil their true potential and discover
possibilities they may never have considered.

Through the delivery of hundreds of
student-focused workshops as well as
professional development sessions for
teachers, we have positively impacted
thousands of students and teachers and
built capacity for meaningful learning
experiences across the country.

Learning Disability Association of
York Region
The Learning Disabilities Association of
York Region (LDAYR) is a charitable nonprofit organization that provides
leadership in Learning Disabilities
advocacy, research, education and
services, and strives to advance the full
participation of children, youth and adults
with Learning Disabilities (LD) in society.
We are proud to be a longtime partner with
LDAYR, supporting and delivering many
programs in collaboration with their team
to support a range of abilities and to
create policies that meet the needs of
students with learning disabilities.

Want to Learn More?
Learn more about our community partners
and how we provide support, you can view
our detailed case studies at
www.stemminds.com/case-studies/

OUR COMMUNITY
We continue to serve diverse communities and organizations that
can benefit from our programs. We want our programs to be
accessible to all youth regardless of their identity, financial
circumstances, or location. Our community partnerships and
sponsorships help us achieve these goals.

OVER $35K

GIVEN IN DONATIONS & SCHOLARSHIPS
TO FAMILIES AND ORGANIZATIONS IN NEED

PLANTING OUR 2 ACRES SMART FOREST
TO OFFSET OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT TO
NET NEGATIVE
NG
STARTI22
IN 20

150+

free workshops delivered to
community organizations

15.6K

families supported
through free workshops

40+

partnerships with
community organizations

OUR

PEDAGOGY
All of our content, courses, and programs are
grounded in pedagogy research and best
practices, demonstrated through a variety of
partner research projects we have engaged in.

STEM Programming Research
We were proud to partner with Donna
Kowalchuk in a post doctoral internship
sponsored between the University of Toronto
and STEM Minds to explore how STEM projectbased inquiry pedagogies in a blended
virtualized learning environment supports
student engagement and inclusion. Visit
https://bit.ly/researchSTEM to learn more.

OCAD Inclusivity Research
We hosted two graduate students from
OCADU’s inclusive design program to research
how we can make STEM more inclusive. Visit
https://bit.ly/accessiblestem for the full report.

Micro-Credentials with Digital Promise
Micro-credentials empower learners to drive
their learning. We have launched a series of
research-based and independently reviewed
micro-credentials for students and teachers in
partnership with Digital Promise. Please visit
https://bit.ly/STEMmicro for more information.

Gamification Research
We were pleased to partner with Dr. Steve
Joordens from the University of Toronto to
explore evidence-based best practices for
gamification and the psychological theory
explaining why and how these factors have
their impact.
The final goal will be to develop a guiding
document to use as we implement gamification
into our online programs in order to increase
student motivation and increase learning
outcomes. The final report is forthcoming in
2022.

OUR

DIFFENTIATOR
There are many companies in our competitive
ladnscape that addess specific pain points, but
none of them provide the holistic learning
opportuity grounded in pedagogy the way we do.
We connect the dots by giving a holistic offerings
that addresses multiple pain points at once.

OUR DIFFERENTIATORS ARE:
1.A strong educational- and research-based
approach to building competencies for
accessible learning for all types of learners.
2. Aligning learning with curriculum and
educational frameworks so that our content
can be used both at home and classrooms
with the required flexibility to enable learning.

3. Digitized hands-on-learning that simulates
skill building for the jobs of today and
tomorrow.
4. Issuing micro-credentials to deliver value to
children and celebrate their accomplishment.
In summary, our holistic design and delivery
differentiates us from our competition and
allows us to develop experiences that meet
the needs of modern students.

CLIENT

TESTIMONIALS
"My son is 6 years old and he has joined STEM
Minds programs for the last two weeks. He
loves your STEM program so much, he wants to
go everyday, he enjoys every topic in the
program, I am so glad we found a good STEM
program for him, we will register for him for
September program for sure, thanks a lot!"
- Jing, In-Person Programs

FROM STUDENTS

FROM TEACHERS

"I have enrolled in many STEM Minds programs
and I have found them all to be very helpful.
They always teach me at least one thing I
haven't before. in this course, I am just happy to
code for people and entertain them so I always
try my best!" - Vandad, Age 10

"The team at STEM provide programming and
instruction that I simply am not capable of
leading. From my own experiences with teacher
PD offered, to the individual workshops that the
children have enjoyed - the professional and
competent manner in which the instruction is
delivered is fantastic. Each instructor is highly
knowledgeable about the curriculum
connections and needs of my students. I can't
recommend this resource and your team highly
enough!" - Alison, GEDSB

"I loved the STEM Minds Video Game Design
program! The videos were extremely helpful
since I barely know anything about coding. It
was easy to follow the instructions! I loved
designing the background and the characters
and I learned that there are so many things you
could do with coding! I'm so happy with my
game! I'm really happy with the STEM Minds!"
- Rachel, Age 12

FROM PARENTS
"My daughter joined the online STEAM program
and greatly enjoyed her lessons each week.
They utilized a variety of activities to engage the
kids. My daughter really enjoyed her time in the
program and is looking forward to taking
additional programs and continuing her learning
in STEAM." - Tamara, Virtual Programs

"I loved the STEM Minds workshop. It was the
first time I was introduced to the program. I
liked how as a teacher I was able to follow the
instructors and learn with the students. The best
part is being able to experience this workshop
and apply it to my future classrooms. I look
forward to working with STEM Minds again." Katy, YCDSB

CASE STUDIES
To read more success stories in STEM, please
visit www.stemminds.com/testimonials/.
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